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Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the 
Examination Branch, University of Delhi, from time to time. 

Credit distribution, Eligibility and Pre-requisites of the Course 

Course title 
& Code 

Credits Credit distribution of the 
course 

Eligibility 
criteria 

Pre-
requisite 
of the 
course 

Lecture Tutorial Practical/ 
Practice 

Introduction 
to Public 

Policy  
GE-8 

4 3 1 - 
 

N  

Learning Objectives   
The paper seeks to provide an understanding to the concept of Public Policy. Public Policy is 
a proposed course of action of a government to realize its socio-economic objectives. The 
essence of public policy lies in its effectiveness in translating the governing philosophy into 
programmes and policies and making it a part of community living.  This course will help to 
understand the complexities of public policy and its interaction with the socio-economic 
structure. 

Learning outcomes  
By the end of this course a student will acquire the following knowledge and skills. 

a. Contextualization of knowledge;
b. Praxis and technique;
c. Critical Thinking;
d. Research and Communication

SYLLABUS OF GE-8 

UNIT – I (10 Hours) 
Public Policy  

(a) Concept, Characteristics and Significance

GENERIC ELECTIVES (GE-8): Introduction to Public Policy 
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(b) Determinants of Public Policy
(c) Policy Impact: Socio-Economic

UNIT – II (10 Hours) 
Theoretical Approaches to Public Policy 

(a) Elite Theory
(b) Group Theory
(c) Incremental Theory
(d) Rational Choice Theory

UNIT – III (10 Hours) 
Process of Public Policy  

(a) Policy Formulation
(b) Policy Implementation
(c) Policy Evaluation

UNIT – IV (15 Hours) 
Public Policy: Case Studies 

(a) Education – National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
(b) Health – National Health Mission (NHM)
(c) Employment – Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act

(MNREGA)
(d) Economic Empowerment – Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yogana (PMJDY),

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)

Essential/recommended readings 

Unit 1 

Anderson, J. (1975) Public Policy making. New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons Ltd. 

Dye, T. (2002) Understanding Public Policy. New Delhi: Pearson. 

Unit 2 

Henry, Nicholos (2019) Public Administration and Public Affairs. New York: Routledge. 

Simon, Herbert A. (1997) Administrative Behavior. New York: MacMillan. 

Unit 3 

Sapru, R.K. (1996) Public Policy:  Formulation, Implementation and Evaluation. New Delhi: 
Sterling. 

Self, Peter (1972) Administrative Theories and Politics. London: Allen and Unwin. 

Unit 4 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, Ministry of Human Resource Development, 
Government of India. 

National Health Mission, Ministry of Health, Government of India. 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act-2005, Ministry of Rural 
Development, Government of India. 
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